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Historical giants attempted to alter the example of 
the New Testament church.  In AD 313 the Em-
peror Constantine made Christianity legal which 
lead to the mass construction of church buildings.  
Th is resulted in the gathering of Christians occur-
ring almost exclusively in buildings.  Around AD 
400, Emperor Th eodosius made Christianity the 
state religion and suppressed all other religions.  
Christianity no longer defi ned itself by a born 
again experience.  Ordinary people had no access 
to scriptures, only those who served in appointed 
“holy” positions.

Th ese events deteriorated the community life of 
the church.  Th e church also became recognized as 
a place, not a people.  In addition, a hierarchy of 
religiosity dictated spiritual holiness, not the Word 
or the Spirit of God.

about the baptism of the Holy Spirit after hear-
ing someone speaking in tongues while visiting 
Shiloh, Maine.  He gave his students an assign-
ment: to study the book of Acts and to pray 
for the full Pentecostal blessing.  His students 
responded and in January 1901, a young college 
co-ed, Agnes Ozman, received the baptism in the 
Spirit evidenced by speaking in tongues.  Students 
and Parham himself encountered the Holy Spirit 
in a similar experience to that of the disciples and 
followers of Jesus on the day of Pentecost follow-
ing his ascension. 

Because of the association to this fi rst outpouring 
of the Spirit, the name “Pentecostals” labeled the 
people participating in this movement.  Like the 
believers in the upper room, those in the revival 
spoke in tongues as they received the baptism of 
the Holy Spirit. Other supernatural manifestations 
such as prophecy, interpretations, spiritual conver-
sions, and healings took place.

Th e testimony and teaching from ones who 
experienced baptism in the Holy Spirit spread to 
many cities across the nation, most predominately 
Houston, TX and Los Angeles, CA. 

3Historical Infl uence

See Appendix 1

Reference: ♦

The Second Reformation by 

William Beckham

Pentecostal Inheritance
Over time these events set the stage for cessation-
ists who proposed that the supernatural gifts and 
baptism of the Holy Spirit were only for the Acts 
Church and not for current church culture.  At 
the introduction of the 20th century, a reawaken-
ing to the Holy Spirit and evidence of his baptism 
swept over a group of young collegiates seeking 
God for a revival in our nation.   

History traces the resurgence of the Holy Spirit’s 
outpouring to Topeka, Kansas. Charles Parham 
founded a bible college in Topeka where he taught Azusa Street, 1906
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Crowds gathered regularly and became so large 
that eventually the foundation of the home gave 
way to people physically encountering the pres-
ence of God.  

Th ey moved to a nearby location on Azusa Street, 
an abandoned building they rented for eight dol-
lars a month, the sight most recognized for glob-
ally infl uencing the church by the re-introduction 
to the gifts and miraculous experiences as a result 
of baptism in the Holy Spirit.  

People visited the small rectangular building to 
witness fi rsthand what they heard in the news 
spreading around the world about the Azusa 
Street Revival.  Th e revival attracted attention for 
many reasons, including the fact that all races and 
genders could be seen in one location worshipping 
together during the height of racial segregation 
and before suff rage granted relief for women.  Th e 
Spirit baptized them all as one, into one church 
with one mission—that all people would receive 
Christ as their savior.  

Although sharply criticized by some religious 
leaders and groups, for countless others the revival 
served as a catalyst for eternal change and ignited 
in many of them a deep desire to share their expe-
rience in spiritually dead or imprisoned countries.  
Th ese missionaries directly multiplied the Pente-

costal movement at 
such pervasive rates 
that within only a 
few years it out-
numbered all other 
denominations 
except for Roman 
Catholicism.

People who embraced the baptism of the Holy 
Spirit did not receive acceptance in their home 
churches.  Many were forced to break from their 
former denominations and begin their own 
churches.  Many felt isolated until a publication in 
1913 gave detailed accounts of others with similar 
experiences.  It encouraged these churches to come 
together for accountability and unity.  Th e lead-
ers of the movement responded by a meeting held 
in Hot Springs, Arkansas, in April 1914.  Th ree 

Charles Parham decided to move his ministry and 
began to teach about this new Pentecost in a bible 
school he opened in Houston, TX.  He helped 
fi nancially support William Seymour, one of his 
young African American students, when Julia 
Hutchins invited 
him to teach about 
the Holy Spirit in a 
church she pastored 
in Los Angeles, CA. 
A young woman 
from her congrega-
tion, Neely Terry, 
recommended Seymour, whom she met while 
visiting her family in Houston in 1905.  

Th e leaders and Hutchins herself ousted Seymour 
after only one Sunday in Los Angeles due to their 
ardent disapproval of his teaching on the baptism 
of the Holy Spirit.  One couple from the church 
encouraged Seymour to continue his work and 
invited him to live in their home where he taught 
and testifi ed about the baptism of the Holy Spirit.  

William Seymour, Pastor of Azusa Street Revival

.............................................

“He who does not learn fr om history is 
doomed  to repeat its mistakes.
    Santayana ”.............................................
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hundred church leaders gathered. After three days 
of corporate prayer, they created a loosely knit 
fellowship of independent churches governed by 
local pastoral leaders and overseeing authorities 
to maintain integrity to God’s direction for the 
people belonging to the group.  Th ey called this 
movement the Assemblies of God.

Mosaic Community is a part of the Assemblies of 
God and depends on it for one of its many aspects 
of accountability and for its ability to provide a 
way to unify with other churches on state, national 
and international levels.  We adhere to its de-
nominational distinctive of the Holy Spirit and its 
foundational mandate to support missions.  

Mosaic Community embraces this rich history as 
a vital part of our heritage and direction for our 
future.  We discern from it and the accounts we 
read in the book of Acts the importance of the role 
of the Holy Spirit in evangelism. He breaks bar-
riers of race, gender, cultures and prejudices that 
would prevent the message of Christ from reach-
ing all people.  We understand that we must rely 
on the help and empowerment of the Holy Spirit 
to change us in signifi cant ways, freeing us to love 
and serve courageously, enabling us to infl uence 
our community, nation and world for Christ.
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Assembly of God Headquarters, Springfi eld, MO

ACTS 2:1-4 - 1When the day of Pentecost 

came, they were all together in one place. 

2Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a 

violent wind came from heaven and  fi lled 

the whole house where they were sitting. 

3They saw what seemed to be tongues of 

fi re that seperated and came to rest on 

each of them. 4All of them were fi lled with 

the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other 

tongues as the Spirit enabled them.
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The Biblical foundation of Jesus’ plan for his 
church, the knowledge of the historical infl uences 
on the church, and the understanding of Mosaic’s 
history illuminates our current purpose and vision 
for our ministry.

Oklahoma State University’s Chi Alpha charter 
birthed the movement that would later become 
Mosaic Community. Chi Alpha’s roots began with 
the Pentecostal movement that introduced the 
20th century.  Its formation in 1947 expressed the 
mission to reconcile collegiate students to Christ, 
and to transform the secular universities, market-
place and world.  

Chi Alpha recognizes the OSU chapter formed in 
1955 as the second oldest in the nation.  Students 
led the OSU XA until 1984 when Bill and Wendy 
Snyder became OSU’s fi rst full-time campus pas-
tors.  In 1991, Rodney and Shannon Fouts began 
ministering, and in 1995, Brad and Julie Riley 
succeeded them as the campus pastors.  

Mosaic Community began as University Worship 
Center, which originated in the hearts of Brad and 
Julie Riley and XA student leaders in November 
of 1996 in response to the quickening of the Holy 
Spirit, a broadening of vision, and the visible need. 

Th e fi rst service took place in the Oklahoma State 
University Student Union Little Th eater on Au-
gust 23, 1997. Brad, Julie, and 40 college students 
became the charter members of Chi Alpha Cam-
pus Church. Chi Alpha Campus Church moved 
to a location at 301 S. Washington and changed 
its name to University Worship Center in May of 
1998. For one year, the church met and prayed 
before releasing itself to the community.   

UWC spent the next six years growing and 
evolving.  God’s rich Spirit laid the foundations 
of worship, covenant, and expression of spiritual 
freedom.  University Worship Center founded two 
vital ministries in the Stillwater community.  

Under the umbrella of UWC and the leadership 
of JD Bump, Th e Th ird Place – a coff ee shop 
with a focus to reach the un-churched through an 
eclectic atmosphere of conversation and relation-
ships – opened its doors in August 2000.    Th e 
passion for believers to live their lives responsibly, 
purposefully and vulnerably mobilized UWC into 
the marketplace and social gathering places.

Embracing education as an obvious and necessary 
vehicle of equipping children with a God world-

4 Mosaic’s Heritage

UWC Staff  1998, (Bard & Julie Riley - Center)
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tremendously challenged the body.  God faithfully 
used this time to develop a people of true covenant 
caliber with lasting commitment to God’s work.  
Th e elders and a core group of foundational people 
committed to see God’s vision fulfi lled for Stillwa-
ter led in making decisions regarding its future.  In 
2006, in obedience to the Lord, University Wor-
ship Center changed its name to Mosaic Com-
munity in order to more accurately represent the 
vision to the community of Stillwater.  

Over the years the demographics of the body 
changed from 95% college students to mostly 
young families.  Mosaic maintains a strong and 
uncompromised commitment to the students, 
faculty, and staff  of OSU.  However, this com-
mitment extends to the families and youth of the 
community as well.   

In early 2007, Dawnell Reese accepted the request 
of the body of Mosaic Community and the ap-
pointment of the Oklahoma District of the As-
semblies of God to serve as pastor.   Her leadership 
as elder for eight years, as children’s pastor for four 
years, and as associate pastor since the Rileys had 
transitioned out of Stillwater in 2004 proved a 
natural progression of service to Mosaic Commu-
nity.   

view and establishing them as whole individu-
als living lives that refl ect the seamless unity of 
faith and knowledge compelled the second work 
planted in the Stillwater community. With this 
heart and vision, Odell and Karen Walters found-
ed Covenant Community School and Daycare in 
August 2002 under its own leadership, but closely 
partnered with UWC. 

In 2004, God called Brad and Julie Riley to pastor 
the people of Boulder, Colorado. Th is marked 
the beginning of a refi ning season for the people 
of UWC. Th e Rileys appointed Andy and Sarah 
Green to pastor the work they planted.  A year 
after this appointment, UWC faced another 
pastoral change and 
voted in Joe and 
Zelda Wilmoth as 
pastors from summer 
2005-summer 2006.  
It was during this time 
that the leadership of 
the church and Chi 
Alpha became separate 
for the fi rst time.  In 
the summer of 2006, 
the Oklahoma District 
of the Assemblies of 
God appointed Curt 
and Misty Bellinger 
as its new OSU XA 
pastors.

Th ese transitions and 
fi nancial repercussions 

Mosaic Community, 2008

Th ird Place, August 2000
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Also in 2007, Mosaic Community inherited 
Christos Community—a food distribution minis-
try.  Th e same year, the City of Stillwater proposed 
to extend 3rd Street, which meant the demolition 
of the current meeting facility.  

Dawnell and her husband, Brandon, together with 
the body of Mosaic Community faced this and 
the transitional challenges as opportunities for the 
passion God placed in their hearts for Stillwater to 
both deepen and widen their infl uence for Christ 
into the lives of the people of their community, 
nation and world.

See Appendix 2

CCS, August 2002
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Christos Community Food Distrubution
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 •Creating an atmosphere that gives 
 freedom for the Holy Spirit to encourage,  
 convict, and empower

We Believe
We believe that the Bible is the inspired word of 
God.  We believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of 
God that He chose to die for the redemption of 
the world, and in the historic fact of His bodily 
resurrection.  We believe in the presence and power 
of the Holy Spirit for renewing and empowering 
as recorded in the book of Acts.  We believe in the 
return of Jesus Christ for those who have commit-
ted their lives to Him.

Identity
Mosaic Community’s biblical foundation on the 
New Testament Church, and the amalgamation 
of our world, national and local history forged 
our distinct ministry personality and purpose.  
Th e purifying eff ect of God’s Spirit and Word 
together with his will and perfect timing clearly 
revealed our unique identity.  Mosaic Commu-
nity holds all ministries in accountability to the 
following: 

Mission
Living as a collaborative and cohesive expression of 
God’s love and mercy to the people of our commu-
nity, nation and world.

Vision
Th rough Christ and the help of his Holy Spirit we 
commit to serve our community, nation and world 
and to aff ect eternal change in its people by:

Living responsible covenant lifestyles that   
are:

 •Evangelistic to the lost

 •Compassionate to the needy

 •Inspirational to believers

Equipping believers to impact those they    
infl uence for Christ by:

 •Teaching, preaching, praying, connecting,  
 and worshiping together regularly

 •Cultivating relationships built on 
 accountability and discipleship 

See Appendix 3
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5 Mosaic’s Mission, Vision & Beliefs


