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. . . Membership Covenant

and mercy to the people of our community, nation and world.
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Living as a collaborative and cohesive expression of God’s love I
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Introduction to Covenant

God introduces his love to all mankind through
covenant relationships — which his nature perfectly
defines in the beginning through creation. All
three persons of God came together in one unified
decision, purpose, and vision and “created man in
[their] own image”. He established the boundaries
of creation with his covenant structure — all sys-
tems in nature depend upon another.

Adam and Eve’s relationship physically demon-
strated the plan for covenant to produce and
protect life. In the Garden they quickly experience
the ramifications of a broken covenant. However,
creation submits to it’s creator — who rules and
reigns by his perfect nature. Even though we live
in a consumer culture, we also live under the au-
thority of a covenant God who never compromises
his word.

God gave us the gift of divine freedom — which
means we have absolute freedom to choose cov-
enant with him. Covenant means making a
decision — a purposeful, willful decision and
commitment. When sin stole our ability to choose
a relationship with our Holy God, through the
commitment of the covenant he made with us,

he provided redemption that again, offered us
freedom to partner our lives with God, in an even
more powerful way.

Through the unity of the three persons of God,
(God’s love and sacrificial giving, Jesus” obedience
and sinless life, and the Holy Spirit’s release to
live within us) we can live as one with him, which
produces spiritual life within and around us. He
gives us the privilege of participating in his will
that everyone function in freedom by choosing a

new life in him. He has chosen his church, the
people covenanted with him, to fulfill this will.

The name Mosaic Community identifies us as
many coming together as one, covenanted with
him and one another, in his purpose, plan and
vision to produce life in others around us through
his love and his mercy.

Read:
+ Genesis

+ Romans
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The New Testament church in the book of Acts
presents the most effective model for this ministry
mission. Before Christ’s ascension, he command-
ed the apostles to wait for the baptism of the Holy
Spirit before they were to take the message of
Christ from their local proximity to the edges of
their known world. They prayed together in faith
and expectation for this supernatural baptism.

The empowerment they received from this new
baptism immediately resulted in thousands being
added to their numbers. The consistent persecu-
tion they faced from polytheistic government
officials and legalistic religious zealots only served
to spread the gospel and compel the believers to
share what they had seen and heard firsthand.
They encountered something deeper than a reli-
gion that purified by its laws; they found a truth
and freedom that purified by Christ’s redemptive
blood.

When circumstances arose to suffocate the Way,
the Holy Spirit would breathe fresh life, courage,
and vision to the leaders. They fought boldly
with the love of Christ, served humbly with the
conviction of the Holy Spirit and taught respon-
sibly with the Word of God. Salvation resulted
from the believers disciplined lifestyles. Salvation
always followed the gifts of the Spirit and the

regular occurrences of signs and wonders.

From this foundation we understand that the
churches mandate to pray in order to be spiritu-
ally unified. We must also embrace the directive
that the only effective permanent spiritual change
occurs through the supernatural actions of the
Holy Spirit, and we must be completely and ut-
terly reliant on him.

When we trust the Spirit to move on the hearts

of those to whom we minister, we can in faith
expect to be used in the gifts of the Spirit and to
see signs and wonders. However, as clearly exem-
plified in the Early Church, the supernatural gifts
and miraculous signs and wonders point people to
Christ, not to those operating in the gifts or those
through whom the miracles occur.

Christ lovingly established himself the superior
and ultimate governing authority of the church.
Our message and mission must remain about him,
our lives lived for him and our hearts aligned in
obedience to him. Circumstances, governments,
and religious leaders must ultimately all submit to

the authority of Christ.

The apostles demonstrate the challenge of waging
through our human tendency to replace Christ’s
work by man’s regulations and culture’s expecta-
tions. The New Testament example also teaches
that our actions can reflect purity, but not prove
it. Purity is a condition of the heart as a result of
submission to the conviction of the Spirit, not to
submission to the religious laws and ceremonies of
men.

We also accept that love serves as a powerful weap-
on and establishes a banner over God’s people that
draw others to him. Tremendous influence occurs
when we emulate Christ’s and the apostle’s exam-
ples of not loving our lives so much we won’t use
them as resources for those in need. We receive
that effective authority leads in service to others.

A community atmosphere creates covenant op-
portunities. Early church members protected
and promoted community through solid teaching,



continual fellowship, common meals, genuine wor-

ship, devoted prayer, and sharing their lives inti-

mately and sacrificially. Church was not a location
— it was a Way — a people dedicated to God and to

one another.

We at Mosaic value this kind of community lifestyle

and esteem the opportunities it provides for the
cause of Christ.

Read:
+ John

¢ Acts

ACTS 2:42-47 - 42 They devoted them-
selves to the apostles’ teaching and to the
fellowship, to the breaking of bread and
to prayer. 43 Everyone was filled with awe,
and many wonders and miraculous signs
were done by the apostles. 44 All the be-

lievers were together and had everything

in common. 45 Selling their possessions

and goods, they gave to anyone as he had
need. 46 Every day they continued to meet
together in the temple courts. They broke
bread in their homes and ate together with

glad and sincere hearts, 47 praising God
and enjoying the favor of all the people.

And the Lord added to their number daily

those who were being saved.
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